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Achieve Believe Succeed
‘They shall have life, life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10)
Spirituality at Mossley CE Primary School
 
 
As a school, we have defined spirituality as:
 
“Spirituality is not something we can see; it is something we feel inside ourselves. It is about awe and wonder, asking questions, inspiration and being aware of something ‘bigger’ outside of ourselves.”
 
The language we will use to define spirituality is:
 
· A sense of awe and wonder
· Care for nature and living things
· Wanting to love and to be loved by people 
 
Awe and Wonder
Children are born inquisitive, and it is our duty to nurture this natural curiosity and guide them towards looking at the world and noticing, with awe and wonder, the natural and man-made delights all around us. We want to encourage them to ask ‘big questions’ about life, religion, nature, science and any other area of fascination and use the concepts of windows, mirrors and doors to explore these. 
 
Caring for Nature and Living Things
We provide many opportunities for children to learn about nature and the role they play in protecting our world. As a Church School, this is especially important to us as we see Biblical stewardship as ‘being a caretaker of God's kingdom’. As Peter said, in 1 Peter 4:10-11, “As each has received a gift, employ it in serving one another, as good managers of the grace of God in its various forms. Through our Picture News Worship , Science and topic work, children learn about the world and how they can care for living things. 
 
Love
We are a very caring school and pride ourselves on our ethos of family.  Through our Christian Values, we teach children to care for friends, family and the community. Our Curriculum encourages learning about those we love and who love us. In school we celebrate the special people in our children’s lives and we also offer other family events throughout the school year so children can learn with their family in school.



How is Spirituality Nurtured?
Children’s spiritual development is fostered through all aspects of our provision. It is about the relationships and the values that we consider to be important, as well as the development of knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes. We give children opportunities to:
 
· Express personal beliefs and compare views with others, sharing feelings and opinions through discussions and stories.
· Begin to develop their own system of beliefs which may or may not include religious beliefs.
· Experience a love of learning through rewarding their enthusiasm and by encouraging exploratory play and learning.
· Reflect upon the world around them and show a sense of awe and wonder towards aspects of the natural world or human achievement.
· Reflect on the situations of others through role play, stories.
· Experience a range of stories, music, art, drama and dance
 


 
What is the Role of the School Community?
All members of the school community have a responsibility for helping to nurture children’s spiritual development. 
 
School staff can do this through:
· Establishing and maintaining a partnership between pupils, parents and staff; recognising and respecting the faith background of the children and their families;
· Taking part in, and supporting, collective acts of worship;
· Being good role models in their conduct towards other members of the community;
· Promoting an attitude of respect for other people and for others’ views;
· Nurturing consideration for and generosity towards others.
· Drawing on the experiences of pupils and their families during religious education lessons and beyond;
· Recognising and being constantly aware of the needs and backgrounds of each individual pupil;
· Being willing to develop their own knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith and the faiths of others;
· Having a positive attitude to the value of spiritual education.
 
Pupils can do this through:
· Taking an active part in acts of collective worship;
· Participating in activities which promote the skills allowing them to engage in examination of and reflection upon religious belief and practice;
· Conducting themselves towards others considerately, in line with the code of conduct;
· Respecting the views and beliefs of others.
 
Parents can help through:
· Adopting a positive attitude to the value of spiritual education;
· Supporting the school’s Christian ethos and acts of community worship such as assemblies and church services;
· Respecting the views and beliefs of others.

Impact: how do we know Spirituality has been effective in our school?

Spiritually has helped to develop children’s love and to accept themselves. They enjoy having good relationships with each other.  They take an interest and delight in the world around them and are open to what lies beyond the material by exploring faith and our belief in God. Children are able to express and understand feelings, as well as respect those of others. They have a strong moral sense and a love of what is good. They are able to enjoy quiet and stillness, they possess an active imagination, and show joy in creativity and discovering new skills
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